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this chapter. They have been selected either because they
represent a type or because they are useful for comparison.
We shall start from the Brahmins, who form the apex of the
caste system and are believed to represent the highest type
of Hindu culture. There are a number of sub-castes among the
Brahmins, but we are going to deal with only two of them,
namely, theChitpavans and the Deshasthas. The former reside
mainly in the Konkan and the latter on the Ghat-side. This
selection has been mainly based on two considerations, namely,
the remarkable diSerence (i) in geographical surroundings and
(ii) in certain social observances.
The Chitpavans.
The ancient habitat of the Chitpavans is Konkan, and
hence they are also known as 'Konkanasthas' . When
and whence they came and settled down in Konkan is not so
far definitely known. It appears however, that for a long
time they have been the inhabitants of Konkan and Konkan
only. It is only during the 18th and the 19th centuries that
a considerable number of Chitpavans emigrated and spread all
over the Ghat-side, when the Chitpavan Peshwas were,
the de facto rulers of Maharashtra. Most of them, have
since then settled down on the Ghat-side ; yet, the majority
of them is still to be found in Konkan.
As a class, they are well-educated and many of them
are employed as clerks or teachers, A large majority of them
possess landed property. Individual holdings are small and
few of them are actual tillers of land. For court-purposes,
however, specially to exploit the Tenancy Act, practically
every one of them residing in Konkan gives cultivation as his
occupation.
Cultivation of course they do. but mostly with the help'
of hired labour. As a consequence, they get enough leisure
and it will be interesting to note how these people arrange
their da|pto-day programme and pass off months and years of
their lm[ confined for the most part to their villages only.
I shall narrate from my experience, the village-life of these
people in general, during the last twenty-five years.